Seacoast Chapter

New England Mountain Bike Association

Chapter Meeting

October 5, 2004

6:30 pm
Attendees:

Chris Kofek


ck@h2oguy.com
Dan Cook


dcook@phoenixcontrols.com
Len Earnshaw


learnshaw@comcast.net
Jon Melzar


melzar@comcast.net
David Heath


david@heath1.mv.com
Kevin Cox


kcox@bit-net.com
John Scalese


j.scalese@comcast.net
Old News:
-Minutes from meeting of September 21st accepted.

-Due to Presidential elections, the November 2nd meeting will be moved to the following Tuesday, November 9th.

Treasurer’s report:
-At this time, a new statement has not been received, therefore there is no change in status from the previous report on Sept 21st.

Trail Care:

-Northwood State Park:


The Northwood trail care is scheduled for November 24th.  Chris noted that due to budget cutbacks, the park manager has been forced to close the park. All equipment and access ends at the gate adjacent to route 4.


There are several groups working to do some trail work in the park, trying to keep the handicap access trails open and user friendly to those that are handicapped.  It is being suggested that our chapter use our trail care day to help out with some of this maintenance.  The trailer would probably not be needed, but it would make a good advertisement of our involvement.  Simple hand tools will probably be sufficient for the brushing etc. that will be done on the trail care day.


A possible spring project was suggested to work on an east-west connector trail in the park.  Flagging and route finding would take place in the spring.

Fun Ride Event Project:


It was suggested that our chapter work with the Bear Paw Regional Greenway Association to put together a Fun Ride Event that would encompass and connect Bear Brook, Pawtuckaway and Northwood State Parks.  Proceeds collected from the fun ride would be used to help Bear Paw continue with their efforts.  Bear Paw is an conservation group attempting to create a greenway that connects the three state parks together using private, public an conservation lands.  The ride would consist of trails, gravel roads and backcountry roads.  Dave H. mentioned he knows a member of the association and will investigate this further.  It is hoped to have this event at some point during the riding season of 2005.

Bear Brook:


The Boogie is October 17th.  The trail care day scheduled for the 10th will be used to mark/arrow the various routes for the Boogie.  The trail care/ride will start at 9 am at the park tollbooth. Attendees are encouraged to bring some sort of hand tool to help out with anything minor that is encountered.

Boogie Weekend:


-Saturday will be used to do the main road arrowing.


-Sunday, need lots of help:



Parking



Tent:



Registration



Cookie/water station



Pre ride to verify arrowing



Sweep



Post ride pulling of arrows.

-Everyone is encouraged to be at the snowmobile parking lot by 7 am to get everything set up.

-Cash box money-Dave H. will bring $100 in 5’s and $100 in 10’s.

-Pre ride- It was suggested that Ron Marcoux do the pre ride with his Sunday morning group.  Kevin would contact Ron about this??

Bear Brook Park Ambassador:

Paul C. has been very busy, and has been out of the loop for this year.  It has been suggested that a new ambassador step in to help out in this capacity.  Cathy ??  is a local of the park and has shown an interest.  Kevin will approach her on this subject.  Len will try to contact Paul C.

Officer Elections:

The nominations will be held in February , 2005 and the elections will be held in March, 2005.  No hanging chads permitted.

Promotion of trail care and events:

While not trying to create new role within the chapter, there is a need to increase our visibility both in the mountain bike community and the general public.  It was suggested that the chapter vice president might take on this role to manage publicity.  This topic requires some more thought and discussion.

Fun Rides:

In addition to our Bear Brook Boogie, it was suggested that we work to create an annual event at Pawtuckaway.  This will require more discussion, etc.

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Submitted by John Scalese

